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Somewhere in the last 47 years, the
hope defined by the framers of
Jamaica’s Independence status seems

to have evaporated. Nowhere in the
enthusiasm to break away from Britain,
signalled by the lowering of the Union Jack
and the hoisting of the Jamaican flag, did
the thought of high crime rate, abject
poverty, uneducated and unemployable
masses, and struggling single-parent
families, factor into a future for the new
nation.

Somewhere, after the revelry in the
streets died down in 1962, and the people
got down to the business of determining
their own systems and way of life, the push
for prosperity was deferred. Much has been
achieved since 1962; young entrepreneurs
dreamed up ideas and launched new
businesses, some, who before were locked
out of the formal education system, found
a place in classrooms in new schools,
colleges and universities. But, equally, too
much has been lost; the crime rate has
spiralled out of control, corruption has
warped many of the public systems that
were established to serve and protect, and
the disregard for law and order has become
part and parcel of the Jamaican persona. A
gentler society seems to have matured into
crassness and volatility.

Jamaica Celebrates is an effort to
retrace our steps, starting and stopping in
1962 when the dream of self-government
was realised.

Many of the contributors to this project
are Gleaner readers whose real-life
experiences in and since 1962 helped to
shape an understanding of the time.

The music, the dance, the theatre, the
official ceremonies and the people together
paint a picture of a more civil and happier
Jamaica.

Jamaica Celebrates is also a photo-essay
mainly from Gleaner archives with strong
support from our sponsor, the Jamaica
National Building Society.

Reminisce. Recount. Reconcile.

In 47 years ...
retracing our steps
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Ryon Jones
Online News Writer

THE FIRST cries of Patrick Lloyd Melvin
reverberated throughout the delivery room
at Port Maria Hospital in St Mary, echoing

the squeals of joy that met the declaration of
Jamaica’s Independence on August 6, 1962.
Melvin’s mother was given
a silver spoon, bearing the
coat of arms on its handle
and his name engraved on
the back, to mark his birth.

Melvin believes that
“people born on
Independence Day should
strive” for personal inde-
pendence.

Born into a small family, comprising his mother,
father, older brother and younger sister, Melvin
attended Highgate All-Age before moving on to
St Mary High and, later, St Andrew Technical
High. He also attended the College of Arts,
Science and Technology, now the University of
Technology, Jamaica.

“I used to walk four miles to (go to) school each day,
one mile in the morning, one mile home for lunch, one
back to school and another mile back home in the
evening. We went to school barefooted. At that time,
sneakers did not exist, it was creppe soles and the
famous shoe store was Batta Shoe Store,” Melvin
recalled.

“We never used to go to school five days a
week, it was six, because Sunday school was a
must. That is one of the major breakdowns in
society today,” he added.

The lack of importance placed on
Independence Day is cause for concern, Melvin
told The Gleaner.

“I miss the festivity that used to surround
Independence, with Festival songs, the street
dances and Jonkonnu, what we used to call mas-
querade, although we used to end up under the
bed,” he said.

“Last year, with the return of the floats, was the
first in a number of years I felt the vibes again.
That’s the kind of thing I am used to.”

‘People born on
Independence
Day should strive’

Contemplating the
country’s finances
Donald Sangster, minister of
finance (left) and Norman
Manley, leader of the
Opposition, at Gordon House
shortly before Sangster
made his Budget speech.

Mrs Reginald
Constantine Beckford,
the former Jean Monica
D’Oyen, daughter of Mr
and Mrs Linval A. D’Oyen
of St Andrew, who was
married at the Holy Trinity
Cathedral in a ceremony
performed by the Rev Roy
Campbell, S.J. She wore
a short gown of lace and
drama satin, with juliet
cap head dress and car-
ried a bouquet of orchids
and lilies of the valley. The
groom is the son of Mr
and Mrs R.C. Beckford of
St Andrew.

Love at first sight
Mr and Mrs Leroy Nelson fell in
love four days after meeting
each other.

Feature race winner
Rose Marie (Cleveland Suckie) being led in by trainer and part owner Wesley Ziadie (left), after winning the Coronation
Stakes at Caymanas Park. It was the closing day of the Jamaica Turf Club Ltd four-day carnival.

How serious is it?
Not all that serious, as
it turned out, because 

athlete Mel Spence,
who had to pull up in

the 100 yard final,
returned later to win
the mile. Binding his

leg is coach Ted
Lamont, the man who
‘discovered’ Mel and
his twin, Mal, two of

Jamaica’s main hopes
in the coming Ninth

Games. Spence won
the event at the

Annotto Bay
Invitational meet.

MELVIN



MY NAME is Juanita
White-Thomas. I was born
in the Mandeville Hospital

on November 13, 1962, a few
months after Jamaica celebrated its
first Independence.

My mother was employed at the
Manchester Bible College. She was
visited by an employer who told her
to call me Juanita, which is a
Spanish name.

When I was 11 months old, my
mother went to England to stay
with my dad, with the intention of
taking me and my siblings later on.
Unfortunately, she died when I was
almost two years old.

I grew up with my grandmother
and five of my siblings in Lititz, St
Elizabeth. My father’s mother, called
‘Mama’, was a disciplinarian. Church

and school were a must, rain or
shine. Up to her departure from this
life, she warned us to put God first.

SECOND COMMUNITY 
ENVIRONMENT

The Lititz Moravian Church was
the second community
environment which played a major
role in my upbringing. There, I was 
nurtured by the late Rev Cuthbert
and the church brethren. I 
attended the Lititz All-Age School,
where I participated in a lot of
activities as a young girl.

The community was more united.
Life was really good back then.

At church, we sang songs like New
Every Morning is Thy Love and
The Church is One Foundation
from the Moravian hymnal.

After church, we had our dinner
and went back for youth fellowship.
There we learnt to use our
creativity; we played indoor and
outdoor games. My favourite game
was ‘sword-in-hand’.

Sad to say, things have changed
dramatically. At school, the national
anthem is hardly sung. Young
people, as well as the adults, no
longer say the national pledge.

My few words of advice to each
and every one of us is let us start
talking to the man in the mirror.

Let’s ask him if he can change his
ways. Walk good.

I am, etc.,
JUANITA WHITE-THOMAS
Postal worker
Alligator Pond PO
Manchester
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Church and school were a must in 1962

Celebrations in St Ann’s Bay
Independence celebration at St Ann’s Bay, when the custos of
St Ann, G. Anderson Cox, took the salute from the St John
Ambulance Brigade, Boy Scouts, the police, the Girl Guides and
the Boys’ Brigade.

Dance performances
The Mandeville Creative Dance Group, which was taught by Iris Whittaker of Mandeville, made a pretty pose in one of their creative dances. The group performed
Spanish, Haitian and Afro-West Indian dances in the Independence celebrations.
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Canboulay Singers
A very popular group on Nuggets for the Needy Show at the Carib Theatre was the Canboulay Singers, led by Marine Maxwell (right). The group made its debut
during the Independence celebrations.

All-Jamaica Skittles
Winston Carr, a

promising player, is about
to begin his game with

Albert Miller. He won, in the
first round of the Third All-

Jamaican Skittles
Tournament, at Johnson’s
Drive Inn. Four cups were

being competed for, namely
The Gleaner Independence

Cup, the Coply Johnson
Cup (winner of the singles),
the Norval West Cup (win-

ner of the doubles) and the 
Roy Blair Cup (winner of

the highest break).
Entertainment treat
Children of the west Kingston area were given a 
pre-Independence entertainment treat organised by
the proprietor of the Queen’s Theatre.
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EDWARD SEAGA went 
from being one of the most impor-
tant and successful producers and

record-company owners in Jamaica to
become prime minister – probably the
only recording executive ever to be 
elected a head of state.

Along the way, he set the stage for the
1960s boom in ska, and the explosion of
interest in reggae music in the 1970s.

Seaga graduated from Harvard
University in 1952 with a BA in social 
sciences. In 1955, he supervised the
recording of an album of ethnic music on
the Folkways label, a project that grew out
of scholarly research in which that he’d
been engaged.

DOING MORE WITH MUSIC
This whetted his appetite to do more

with music, and he later produced sessions
by Jamaican artistes for more commercial
recording organisations. Seaga founded
his own label, West Indies Recording
Limited (WIRL), in the late 1950s and
among his first signings was the Trench
Town singing duo of Joe Higgs and Roy
Wilson.

Seaga became a key architect of 
the constitution that became 
the framework for Jamaican 
independence in August 1962. Already
recognised as a passionate defender of the
poor, and a fiery orator capable of moving
voters or his fellow legislators, Seaga
became an elected member of parliament
in April 1962, representing western
Kingston. He is the longest-serving mem-
ber of Jamaica’s Parliament, having been
re-elected for 37 consecutive years.

Seaga speaking at the first graduation ceremony of the St Andrew Trade Training Centre in 1962. Seated (from left) are
Doherty, Allen and Mais.

At the cocktail party given by Mr and Mrs Philip Seaga are
Edward Seaga (right) and Donald Sangster (left).

The cocktail party given in honour of the English Netherlands team by the minister of develop-
ment and welfare, Edward Seaga, at the Courtleigh Manor Hotel. From left: Jean Robinson, cap-
tain of the English netball team; Valerie Fleming, captain of the Jamaica team; Edward Seaga;
Lady Morley; Sir Alexander Morley, British High Commissioner in Jamaica; Rose Harris and Leila
Robinson, president of the Jamaica Netball Association.

Seaga and the ska explosion
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The Gleaner Independence Cup
Buster Hoo, a member of Jamaica’s Ninth Games basketball
team, is here seen with The Gleaner Independence Cup, which
he received from Edward Seaga, minister of development and
welfare, on behalf of the Jamaica team. The cup was awarded
to the Jamaica Possibles who won the 1962 Senior League
Basketball competition. The presentation took place at Chinese
Freedom Court, North Street.

Sentimental singer
As if saying a prayer, sentimental singer Jimmy James shows
deep emotion as he renders his hit tune ‘Bewildered and Blue’
to the delight and satisfaction of many spectators at a stage
show at Ward Theatre.

Putting the shot
June Marsh, 17, who repeatedly broke the women’s discus record, is seen here throwing the shot
putt at Gray’s Inn Sports Club. She placed third in the event to Eileen Sutherland and Annie
Golding, but that was after she had hurled the rubber discus 100’ 7”. The discus record, held by
Annie Golding, was 99’ 91/2” inches. Her throw could not be ratified as a Jamaican record, howev-
er, as the standard type discus was one of wood and iron and the Jamaica Amateur Athletics
Association had none at the time. The athletes claimed that it was much easier to throw the wood
and iron discus.
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Jamaica
celebrates
n February 11, 1962: At a quarter to one, Premier
Norman Manley issued to the Jamaican press in
London, embargoed until midnight, London time, the
statement that Jamaica’s general election to choose its
first government under Independence would have been
held Tuesday, April 10.

It might well be that in receiving our Independence
from the British and the Order in Council as the thing
that granted us liberty and freedom, we started wrong.
Nobody can grant you freedom. They can recognise the
freedom you should have had from birth. Nevertheless,
we followed because it was the colonial way. But we, as
a colony, as of 1962, became a free people. We start
from there and perhaps it is a real point of departure
for looking back and hoping for the future.

This year is filled with hope because of certain
occurrences. There is an atmosphere of hope which has
gone right around the world. Jamaica still has the
stigma of crime, underdevelopment and hopelessness.

But, let us return to 1962, for it is then we assumed
our own responsibility as a free nation. This is when
we, by receiving this gift from Britain in the good old
colonial ritual of passage, robbed ourselves of the angst
that people fighting for liberty entertain. It robbed our
future because the people have said: “Somebody gave
us something; we did not fight for it.”

n September 18, 1962: Jamaica is admitted as a
member of the United Nations, a former financial
secretary, Egerton Richardson, is appointed as the
country’s first permanent representative (ambassador)
to the organisation.

The decade of the 1960s was marked by a resurgence
of black nationalism. In the general election of 1962,
Millard Johnson revived Garvey’s People’s Political
Party and in North America the leadership of Martin
Luther King, Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael
energised the struggle for racial equality and civil
rights. It was against this background that the Jamaican
Government in 1964 took the decision to bring Marcus
Garvey’s body home for reinterment in National
Heroes Park.

n October 3, 1962: The new headquarters of the
Jamaica Labour Party at 7 Retirement Road, Cross
Roads, St Andrew, is dedicated by Canon R.O.C. King

n For C.L.R. James, “Garvey placed Africa and people
of African descent in the consciousness of the modern
world and in such a manner that they can never be
removed again.”

Both men imbued the ordinary Jamaican with a new
sense of their possibilities in the modern world and laid
the foundations on which Adolphe Roberts, Wilfred
Domingo, Ken Hill, Norman Manley and Alexander
Bustamante established Jamaica’s claim for
Independence between 1936 and 1962.

Unfortunately, neither Garvey nor Headley was
among those recognised or accorded a place of
prominence when the island celebrated its
independence on August 6, 1962.

– Arnold Bertram

Waiting in 
the rain
Beneath a solitary
umbrella, at
Montpelier station, a
group of little Brownies
and Girl Guides
huddled, awaiting the
arrival of Princess
Margaret. And though
the rain came in
torrents, and one
Brownie’s little dolly
got soaked under her
hankie covering. The
girls in sodden
uniforms waited on to
see the princess who
had come to
participate in
Jamaica’s
Independence,
celebrations.

The first Independence
... as I remember it
Louis A. Bent
Contributor

IWAS approaching my mid-20s and I
was a scout leader for a Kingston Sea
Scout troupe. Here in Kingston,

where I grew up, everyone was preparing
for the Independence celebrations.

It was very exciting. The schools had
their part to play; so, too, did the churches,
the military and the constabulary. Drama
groups, the Lodge people, even the
Rastafari organisations also had a role.

I remember the royal visit. Her Royal
Highness Princess Margaret landed in an
aircraft at the Palisadoes Airport and was
met by Sir Alexander Bustamante, our
first prime minister. She was driven in a
convertible through Kingston,
accompanied by her husband, Lord
Snowden, and they were greeted by a
large crowd that lined the streets.

The beautiful decorations, especially
around Parade Square in downtown
Kingston, ignited the atmosphere. At
South Parade, it was spectacular! The

arches were decorated in green, gold and
black with lights around each of them.
These were erected by the mayor of
Kingston and his group. Several business
places were also decorated with flags and
streamers. Looking down King Street, the
lovely drapery that was strung across the
road in green, gold and black fluttered in
the wind while the sun shone brightly.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES
Our first Commonwealth Games was

then staged at the National stadium that
was completed that year for the occasion
and other events. A message was carried
around the island relay style by members
of the Boys Brigade and was delivered to
Sir Alexander on opening night. He read
it at the event. There was also the
lighting of a torch that was erected to the
southern section within the stadium. The
torch burned throughout the Games.

Also, a rally of youth organisations took
place on August 4 of that year. Again,
Princess Royal and her husband, met by Sir

Alexander, the chief minister, and leader of
the Opposition, Norman Washington
Manley, attended the function. So, too, did
Edna Manley and son, Michael. Not to
forget Edward Seaga, then minister of
culture, and the mayor, all of whom sat in
the royal box with the royal family.

The youth organisations displayed
exceptional talent at the rally. There was
a fantastic display by the uniformed
groups with their marching bands. When
all this was over, on that same night, the
big title fight took place between our
triple champion Bunny Grant and Dave
Charnley – the Commonwealth
champion from England. Large crowds
gathered to see this big bout. As scout
leader, I was asked to gather a number of
scouts to usher people to their seats
while other leaders did likewise.

We met a group of British sailors from
a warship who greeted us very well, so we
got them seated.

PLEASE SEE FIRST, 9



JAMAICA CELEBRATES  | 9TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2009 

The People’s National Party and National Workers’ Union
marchers are seen beginning their Labour Day march through
Kingston. Here, they are going along East Queen Street. At
centre, Mr Norman Manley, leader of the party, is standing in an
open car with arms folded.

Lillas Kenten, St Thomas Independence Beauty Queen,
handing to Councillor Doris Burke, vice-chairman of the St
Thomas Parish Council, a cup won by Bath Fountain for third
position in the float competition organised by the local
Independence Celebrations Committee. The competing floats
paraded from Church Corner, Morant Bay, to Lyssons
Recreation Centre, where a parish fête was held and where the
presentation took place. Behind Kenten is Mr Bertram St J.
Hamilton, administrative secretary of the Central Independence
Celebrations Committee, who formally opened the fête.

At the party thrown by
the staff of the
Independence
Celebrations Committee
at the home of Mr & Mrs
B. St J. Hamilton, Miss
Pearline Kelly (left)
presents a bouquet to
Mrs Hamilton. Mr
Hamilton was the
administrative secretary
to the committee and
was earlier presented
with a gift by the staff.

The chief justice, the Hon Sir Colin MacGregor, is accompanied by Supt Don Powell, as he
inspects a guard-of-honour drawn up by the police in front of the Supreme Court building, at the
opening of Jamaica’s new High Court. Behind Sir Colin is Supt Basil Robinson.

The Scotiabank Cup
being presented to

Mr & Mrs C.S. Blake
by Mr E.G. Bird, asst

manager, the Bank
of Nova Scotia, King

Street, Kingston,
donors of the cup.

The cup was won by
Mr Blake’s

Reeveswood at the
Turf Club’s

Independence Day
race meeting at

Caymanas Park on
August 6.

The executive staff of the Sheraton’s international division was
marshalled in Jamaica to cope with the mammoth task of opening the
Sheraton-Kingston and the staging of off icial Independence
celebrations. Those who took part in this inaugural crash programme
included (left to right) Messrs Rudolph Walterspiel, John Kapioltas,
Jean Doumecq, Mario Valenti, Robert Freeman, Joseph Gaudioso,
Henry Ruselack and Alan Terrill.

When the fight began, Dave
Charnley threw a mighty left hook
to Bunny’s head, but he got away.
The fight, which was exciting, went
on till the ninth round, when
Bunny got in some sharp jabs to the
face and hooks to the body of
Charnley. It got to the point when
the referee had to put an end to the
fight. Bunny Grant was victorious,
giving Jamaicans great joy.

Early in the morning of Sunday,
August 5, another great event took
place in the National Stadium.
There was the hoisting of the
Jamaican flag. An extremely large
crowd gathered to see this
spectacular display. A mass choir
gathered around the flagpole, all
the members wore their Jamaican
costumes of green, gold and black,
the Scouts, Guides, Cadets, Cub 

PLEASE SEE FIRST, 10
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Brownies, Boys’ Brigade, police
and military personnel, ex-
servicemen, the church groups,
etc, were all present.

Again, the royal couple, Sir
Alexander Bustamante, Norman
Manley and others were on the
scene. The programme opened
with prayer and song, then some
speeches from the dignitaries.
The anthem of England was
sung for the final time with the
lowering of the Union Jack.

The moment everyone was
waiting for arrived. When the
Jamaican flag was hoisted,
cheers erupted from the crowd
as citizens went in a frenzy,
waving handkerchiefs, paper
and just about anything with the
new national colours. Our
national anthem was sung as we
saw for the first time in our
history the outstanding black,
green and gold flag flying high.
Then the lights were turned off
and a massive fireworks display
began. This was very beautiful
as the colours lit up the air
before falling to the ground.
That was something to
remember!

On Monday, August 6, which
was a public holiday, many
activities took place in several
communities. Independence
gifts and flags were handed out
left, right and centre. Flag-
raising ceremonies and prayers
took place during the night and
street dances were set up
spontaneously in all
communities.

To end it all, on Saturday,
August 11, a gigantic float
parade was staged. It started in
an open lot across from the
stadium, then moved off at 3
p.m. On parade were more than
70 floats, including a unit of the
Fire Brigade, members of the
youth organisations, military
and police costume groups,
Jonkonnu, ex-servicemen,
Rastafari groups, schoolchildren,
Red Cross, St John Ambulance.
Of course, the streets were lined
with hundreds of people
standing closer to the sidewalks
and directed by the police.

As the parade took to the
streets, the people jumped for
joy, the beautiful floats and
costume groups created a great
picture. The marching bands of
the youth organisations and also
those of the military and police
brought great joy to our hearts.
The march, a very long one
indeed, ended in downtown
Kingston at about 7 o’clock that
night.

FIRST
CONTINUED FROM 9

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Independence float parade 1962. Thelma Davis (now Hatton)
who lives in London is the girl seated to the extreme left on the
‘throne’ – she used to work at Hanna’s. Contributed by Grace
(McGhie) Brown.

‘Strength’ and ‘Baba’ in a balancing act at Ocho Rios on
Wednesday August 5, 1962, during the celebrations to mark
Independence.

Jamaican and visiting Canadian cadets marching in the float
parade along a street in Morant Bay, on their way to Lyssons
Recreation Centre where a parish fête was held by St Thomas
Indpendence Celebrations Committee.

Smiling farewell
HRH Princess Margaret at the door of a royal aircraft bidding
farewell after her week’s stay in Jamaica for the Independence
celebrations. 
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Kimesha Walters
Gleaner Writer

AFTER MONTHS of planning, the
National Dance Theatre Company
(NDTC) was formed in August 1962 to

give a new face to the arena, with the beginning
of independence and the birth of the nation.

“We were shaping a new order, a new
Jamaica and we regarded our responsibility to
find a new profile, identity, and a new
experience of an independent Jamaica,” said
Professor Rex Nettleford, artistic director
and one of the NDTC’s founders.

In one of his writings, he said the company
“was to overcome the social prejudices
turning on class and colour which had made
the dance, as other theatre arts, a sorry
reflection of the worst afflictions of an ex-
slave colonial Jamaican society”. This was
because, at that time, people with a darker
complexion would have not been accepted in
classical dance which was more popular.

So, with Eddy Thomas also at the helm of
the NDTC ship, the duo steered an
uncharted course, having no idea that their
decision to form this group would touch the
lives of many over the next four decades.

Now, Nettleford says he can clearly recall
Independence Day, as he was giving a speech
about its importance to some young people
in St Catherine at the time. He said many

presenters were leading discussions in parish
capitals at the time.

“It’s amazing! I remember when the flag
was going up and I was speaking in Spanish
Town. It was a very good experience because,
in the middle of my speech, a man gets up
and gets off the stage saying, ‘what you know
about Independence?’”

COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY
However, Nettleford said he was not

intimidated, explaining to the youngsters
that Jamaicans would have to assume

collective responsibility.
It was this unwavering commitment,

complemented by hard work, which has resulted
in the many accomplishments of the NDTC.
Nettleford, too, is full of life and the theatre
company still sparks in him the same excitement
he felt in the NDTC’s nascent years.

“I’ve never put off practice or dance to go
to a cocktail party,” he said.

Nettleford, whose office is a reservoir of
books and art, beamed during an interview
with The Gleaner as he showed some
pictures of his group in performance. His

eyes were ablaze with pride.
But how does Nettleford really feel about

the accomplishment of having his
organisation grow up with his country, both
now celebrating their 47th anniversary?

“I’ll feel good when we celebrate the
50th!” he exclaimed, his face bright and his
laugh hearty.

Nettleford has expressed gratitude for the
participants in the NDTC who have
volunteered their time and efforts to the
company.

“I feel particularly blessed to have been
allowed by all these people to lead them. I
really feel privileged and I have nothing but
gratitude for them.”

Nettleford, a former vice-chancellor of the
University of the West Indies, admits he could
never have achieved this milestone by himself.

“It’s not a one-man show. I have learnt so
much (and enjoyed) the sense of community
that it has afforded me. I wish more people
could understand this. So much depends on
collaboration, mutual respect and a good
deal of caring and compassion.”

The NDTC is not only a signature of
excellence in Jamaica; it has been replicated
in the Ghana Dance Company, which
Nettleford established himself.

kimesha.walters@gleanerjm.com

CONTRIBUTRED

Founding members of the National Dance Theatre Company (from left) Shirley Campbell, Eddy Thomas, Sheila Barnett, Mavis Lai, Bert Rose, Yvonne daCosta,
Maureen Casserly, Audley Butler, Barbara Grant, Bridget Casserly, Ronan Critchlow, Pansy Silvera, Monica McGowan.

NDTC: A new order

... AND NOWREX NETTLEFORD THEN
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Jamaica’s first PM

Princess Margaret arrives
Alexander Bustamante greets Princess Margaret on her arrival from London at the Pallisadoes
International Airport for Jamaica’s Independence celebrations. Her husband, Lord Snowdon (in
morning coat) waits his turn with outstretched arm to be greeted by the premier. At extreme left is
the governor, Sir Kenneth Blackburne.

First day at work
Sir Alexander Bustamante smiles as he strides from his car to
his office at East Race Course on his first day at work as the
premier.

Busta’s bridal Party  
From left Mr Shearer, bestman; Mrs Watley, the bride’s attendant; Sir Alexander; Lady
Bustamante and Mr. Sangster, who gave the bride in marriage.

SIR ALEXANDER Bustamante attended
elementary school in rural Hanover. He travelled
extensively as a young man, returning to Jamaica

in 1932 and began to lead the struggle against colonial
rule. He first came to the public’s attention as a writer
of letters to the Daily Gleaner newspaper.

A Jamaican labour leader, Bustamante’s Jamaica
Labour Party (JLP) won 22 of 32 seats in the first
House of Representatives, which made him the

unofficial leader and minister of communication until
the position of chief minister was created in 1953. He
held this position until the JLP was defeated in 1955.

He became Jamaica’s first prime minister in 1962
and served until 1967. Bustamante also held the
position of mayor of Kingston in 1947 and 1948. In
1969, Sir Alexander Bustamante was given the
distinguished title of National Hero of Jamaica.

Sir Alexander died in 1977 at the age of 93.

Quality colour poster
The minister of development and welfare, Edward Seaga (left),
presenting to the prime minister, Sir Alexander Bustamante, the
first framed copy of the quality colour poster produced by the
Government Public Relations Office as part of the literature
prepared by that department in connection with the
Independence celebrations, at the prime minister’s office.
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Tagging him
Premier Sir Alexander Bustamante receiving his tag in the Boys Town Tag Drive being sponsored
by the Jamaica Junior Chamber and students of the University of the West Indies (UWI). Pinning
on the tag is Mrs Dick Boorman. At left is Mr Boorman representing the Jamaica Junior Chamber
and Everard Lindo representing the students of the UWI Boys Town Tag Day.

‘Father of Freedom’
Enid Rose, a Jamaican resident in England, attaches a gold pin
bearing the inscription “Father of Freedom” to the coat of Sir
Alexander Bustamante, premier of Jamaica. The presentation
took place at London airport in July 1962 just before Sir
Alexander boarded the aircraft which brought him and his
economic, defence and financial mission home from talks in
Washington, New York and London.

Souvenir album
Ken Khouri (centre) of Federal Recording Co Ltd, presenting a souvenir album in connection with
Jamaica’s independence to the premier, Sir Alexander Bustamante, at the premier’s office. The
two LP records in the album contain a dramatic presentation of ‘Jamaica History, Jamaica Story’
written by Fred Wilmot of the Jamaica Tourist Board. Holding the album, on the cover of which is
a photograph of Sir Alexander, is his private secretary, Gladys Longbridge.

Luncheon date 
The premier of Jamaica, Norman Manley (right) and Sir
Alexander Bustamante, leader of the Opposition in the Jamaica
House of Representatives (centre), with British Prime Minister
Harold Macmillan.
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Defence 
of a nation
THE DEFENCE Act

(1962) speaks to: The
establishment of the JDF

as a military body to be over-
seen by the Defence Board.
The JDF’s mandate included:
n The defence of Jamaica

n The maintenance of order in
Jamaica

n The performance of such
other duties which may be
defined by the Defence Board

n Empowering the chairman of
the Defence Board to give
directions to the chief of
defence staff for the opera-
tional use of the JDF, commen-
surate with the directives of
Cabinet

n Empowering the governor
general to declare units of the
JDF to be on active service to
engage persons and groups
engaged in armed operations
against the JDF or any cooper-
ating force

n Empowering the governor
general to order the whole or
any part of the JDF to be
employed outside of Jamaica

n Empowering the Defence
Board to order any member of
the regular (full-time) force to
proceed to any place outside
Jamaica for training, duty or
employment

n Mandatory compliance on
the part of all members of the
regular force who are ordered
to deploy overseas, whether by
the governor general or the
Defence Board.

Jamaica’s mur-
der count has

gone from 66 in
1962 to 1,674 in
2005 – a 26-fold

increase. Since
the start 

of 2009, the
murder count 

has shattered the
900 mark.

were there. I can’t say much about the
Independence celebrations other than it was
really a lovely occasion.

On Independence Day, I can’t remember
going to any special occasion in particular. I
remember it was a holiday and that people were
happy. It seemed to be a great occasion for us as
Jamaicans, to become a nation. There were
many good wishes for the future.

We had imagined more progress by now.
Clearly, there’s still a lot of poverty, and we’d
hoped for Jamaica to be achieving more, eco-
nomically and so on. There’s still a lot to be
done. But, on the whole, I’d say it was definitely
a positive change.

– Bertram Henry

‘Independence is good’
I was seven years old, a big girl in my mind,
because I had just moved from little school to
big school. My mom worked at the library and
an older aunt lived in Allman Town. I was sent
to Allman Town little school and then moved to
the all-age when Jamaica got Independence. We
travelled daily from Norman Gardens to that
area so my aunt could pick me up after school. I
was given a mug with the coat of arms, flag and
a button.

Most of all, I remember a little part of a song
that went like this: ‘Independence is good for
the young and old, also for you and me,
Independence is good for the whole generation

(forgot the rest).’
Jamaica was so peaceful, innocent, virtuous

and full of pride then. Mrs Blair, my first teacher,
was wonderful, and Ms Johnson would be called
abusive now but really she knew how to put
everyone in check (she was better known as
Recke Tecke Johnson).

Happy anniversary, Jamaica! May we one day
recapture some of that peace nationally, without
burglar bars and fear, to live and move around

freely. God bless Jamaica!
jokrick@yahoo.com

Veronica Elaine Brimm is my mom. She was born
on January 4, 1962. She is mother to five children:
Roy Baily; Robert White; Leighton Minott, US
marine; Nicole Rodgers, cosmetologist; and me,
Troy Rodgers, primary-school teacher. She works
with the Ministry of Education Region 2.

– Troy

May Pen float parade
A large crowd watches as the float parade passes through May Pen on Independence
Day 1962.

SNAPSHOTS
CONTINUED FROM 13

The police in their all-out search for five fugitives checked all cars that passed along the road way.
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Rendering first aid
Members of the Boys’ Brigade putting on a first-aid display at
the third annual Island Display at Sabina Park. This was part of
the final item, ‘Independence’, which showed some of the work
behind the scenes in the Boys’ Brigade to help equip young
men to be helpful in an independent Jamaica.

Tinson Pen workshop 
In the presence of his 
constituents, Clement

Tavares (right), minister of
housing, presents the keys of

the workshop at Tinson Pen
to  Edward Seaga, minister

of development and welfare.
Erected by the Department

of Housing at an approxi-
mate cost of £1,000, 

the workshop was operated
by the Ministry of 

Development and Welfare.

Alexander dances
Premier Alexander Bustamante dances with Chloris Muschette at a party given by Herbert
McDonald at his residence, 206 Mountain View Avenue. The party was in honour of the visit of
members of the Central American and Caribbean Sports Organisation and two foreign members
of the organising committee of the 11th Games.

‘Tell Me Why’ feature
Ruby Steer, 16-year-old student of Claremont Primary School,
was the winner of a 15-volume set of the ‘Encyclopaedia
Britannica Junior’. These books were awarded to her by the
Encyclopaedia Britannica Company of Chicago USA, through The
Gleaner for her contribution to ‘Tell Me Why’, a daily feature on the
back page. Ruby, who was preparing to take the first Jamaica
Local Examination, lived in Beechamville district, St Ann. 
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NORMAN
WASHINGTON
Manley was a brilliant

scholar and athlete, soldier
(First World War) and lawyer.

In September 1938, Manley
founded the People’s National
Party (PNP) and was elected
its president annually until his
retirement in 1969, 31 years
later.

Manley and the PNP
supported the trade union
movement, then led by
Alexander Bustamante, while
leading the demand for
universal adult suffrage. When
suffrage came, Manley had to
wait 10 years and two terms
before his party was elected to
office.

He was a strong advocate of
the Federation of the West
Indies, established in 1958, but
when Sir Alexander
Bustamante declared that the
opposition Jamaica Labour
Party (JLP) would take Jamaica
out of the federation, Norman
Manley called a referendum,
unprecedented in Jamaica, to
let the people decide.

The vote was decisively
against Jamaica’s continued
membership of the federation.
Norman Manley, after
arranging Jamaica’s orderly
withdrawal from the union, set
up a joint committee to decide

on a constitution for
Independence for Jamaica.

He himself chaired the
committee with great
distinction and then led the
team that negotiated the
island’s Independence from
Britain. The issue settled,
Manley again went to the
people. He lost the ensuing
election to the JLP and gave
his last years of service as
leader of the Opposition,
establishing definitively the
role of the parliamentary
opposition in a developing
nation.

In his last public address to
an annual conference of the
PNP, he said: “I say that the
mission of my generation was
to win self-government for
Jamaica, to win political power,
which is the final power for the
black masses of my country
from which I spring.

“I am proud to stand here
today and say to you who
fought that fight with me, say
it with gladness and pride,
mission accomplished for my
generation.

“And what is the mission of
this generation? ... It is ...
reconstructing the social and
economic society and life of
Jamaica.”

Norman Manley died on
September 2, 1969.

Chief Minister  Norman
Manley discussing the

quality of a shoe made by
Wellco Shoe (Ja) Ltd at

August Town, with two of
the employees, during his
tour of the factory shortly

after it was declared open
last Saturday by the
minister of trade and

Industry, Wills O. Isaacs.

Premier Norman Manley, QC, is flanked by Mrs Edna Manley and Vernon Arnett, finance minister, as
they arrived at Palisadoes from London where talks on Jamaica’s future relations with the West Indies
Federation were held.

Mission accomplished!

Before the battle
At left is Gerald Gray, welterweight professional boxing
champion of Jamaica, who won a 15-round bout at Sabina
Park, against Neville Powell (right). Others (from left) are
Charlie Gooden (Gray’s trainer), Stanley Mair, promoter;
Granville DaCosta, president of the Jamaica Boxing Board
of Control, Norman Manley, QC, chief minister of Jamaica
life patron of the Jamaica Boxing Association and former
president for 26 years; Buggy Nightengale, announcer;
and Leonard Francis, (Breezy Boy) Powell’s trainer. 

NORMAN MANLEY:

 



All-Island tea party
Above: H. F. Bicknell, manager

of the United Fruit Company,
receiving a gift from Marie

Walters of the All-Island Tea
Party at the Sheraton Hotel,
held to honour the Jamaica

Social Welfare Commission. At
left is Norman Manley, leader

of the Opposition.

Far right: Chief Minister Norman
Manley (centre) converses with

Morris Lapidus and H.O.A.
Dayes at the ceremony 

marking the opening of the 
big Arawak Hotel.

Right: Leaving the offices 
of the leader of the Opposition

Norman Manley (left) and
Duncan Sandys. Behind them
is Sir Alexander Morley, British

high commissioner to
Jamaica, who escorted

Sandys on his visits.
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Matthew McNaughton
Contributor

RECENTLY, I have been
thinking about the age of
Jamaica’s Independence.

The fact is, my parents are as old as
Jamaica.

Keep in mind that the only
Caribbean countries to gain 
independence before Jamaica were
Haiti and Cuba, respectively, and
therefore my parents are also older
than the majority of the
independent countries in the
Caribbean.

To put this in perspective, my
grandparents (whom I don’t exactly
consider ‘old’) were born in 
colonial Jamaica. They knew a
Jamaica that had no national
anthem (separate from ‘God Save
the Queen’), no national emblems
and no national stadium (at the
time the football team played at
Sabina Park).

TRUTH ABOUT JAMAICA 
What should my young country’s

history mean to me? Is there truth
about the Jamaica that was, and
the Jamaica I now know, that
extends beyond Kingston, MoBay
and Ocho Rios, parties, the latest
dances and Kartel vs Mavado clash
tunes?

In trying to find this truth, I’ve
learned my generation does not
know enough, about ourselves and
our history. We argue and quarrel
about what isn’t happening and
what should be but we fail to
understand that Jamaica is a young
project and in need of our help –
not just our complaints.

We don’t realise that our
national heroes – the architects of
our land – gave us a basic design of
an unfinished project. Political
independence ensures the right to 
govern our affairs; it doesn’t solve
problems caused by a colonial 
heritage. Jamaica is young. She is
establishing her place in the world.
There is still much work to be done
and it is our responsibility to do it.
Jamaica’s future will be determined
by what we, her people, demand of
ourselves, those in power, and the
world around us.

I’ll admit that my study of our
nation’s short history provided
more questions than answers. Yet,
I’ve come to believe the solutions
to our many problems begin with
knowledge of our past. For
example, to solve the problem of
crime, we must understand the
political and social factors, both

local and foreign, that turned our
island 
paradise into the murder-ridden
nation.

Our immense pride should be
grounded in knowledge of
contributions by great Jamaicans
like Claude McKay and Michael
Manley. With a firm foundation in
the past, we can build a strong
Jamaica that can solve problems
and fulfil hopes – hopes inherited
from those who fought for our
precious, newly won independence.

n Matthew McNaughton is a
young person searching 
desperately for the answers to
Jamaica’s many problems. He is
a senior at the College of Wooster
in Ohio, majoring in computer
science and  philosophy with a
minor in economics. Contact him
at mamcnaughton@gmail.com.
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‘Young
nation’

Bright and pretty in bandanas
Bright bandanas and ackee-embroidered peasant blouses – that’s the combination for a group of happy Jamaican children, as
cute as can be. The fetching little misses in national costume were performers at the annual Children’s Hour Concert, (part of Child
Month) sponsored by the Ministry of Education, which took place at the Carib Theatre. These children are from Port Antonio Infant
School, which made quite a name for itself during the 1961 Bandwagon, with its performance of creative dances.

The queen greets the mayor
Queen of May, Hyacinth Derby of St Michael’s School,
Kingston, shakes hands with the mayor of Kingston, Frank
Spaulding, while the May King, Byron Dudley, looks on.
Occasion was the visit of the children to the mayor’s parlour.

This ‘brownie’ waves hello
One of the larger dolls in the
doll show, like her owner Reima
Markes, nine, of St Hugh’s Prep
School, is a brownie. She even
wore real shoes and badges.
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JANUARY 1962, two months after
my 18th birthday, I entered the
formal working world when I

accepted a job as a pre-trained
teacher at St Paul’s All-Age School, a
little one-room school in rural
Manchester. There I met some won-
derful people and the principal, the
late Iris Scarlett, seeing how inexperi-
enced I was, took on a ‘mothering
role’.

During the ensuing weeks, there
was a severe drought and I remember
how difficult it was to get water and
how the farmers hoped for rain as the
days passed.

GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN
I recall the excitement of the cam-

paign for the general election and the
crestfallen look on the faces of some
of the staff and the residents on the
morning after the elections. Soon,
however, all got into the preparations
for the lead-up to the first
Independence celebrations.

As soon as the music for the
national anthem reached the school,
Mrs Scarlett got busy on the piano,
teaching the children to sing the
anthem. Many other activities relat-
ing to the coming Independence also
took place, increasing as the day
approached.

Independence eve saw thanksgiv-
ing services all across Jamaicas but
since there was no television, we
couldn’t see what was happening in
Kingston. RJR and JBC radio sta-
tions were our main contact with
the outside world. I saw a helicopter
for the first time that evening, I
believe it came from an American
navy ship.

Independence Day saw the 
children assembled at school to have
thanksgiving service, fun activities
and their buns and sodas.
Immediately after the Independence
service was the excitement of the 9th
Central American and Caribbean
games. That’s where I saw a football
match for the first time. I think it was
Cuba vs Costa Rica.

Having been successful in passing
the entrance test to the great Mico
Teachers’ College, September of that
year saw me packing my ‘dulcimina’
to join the greatest batch of students
ever to enter that institution, the
Independence batch.

Certainly, we were ragged by the
seniors, but in all these were some
of the finest set of persons that
Jamaica produced. The influence of
great persons such as G.H. Owen,
L.H. Facey, Olive Lewin, Sydney
Morris, J.A. McMillan, to name a
few, will remain positively embed-
ded in our lives forever. I cannot
forget James Verity teaching us in
the sun to sing the national anthem
correctly. Mico was a lot of work
and fun.

Kingston then was a lively city
teaming with tourists. It was rela-
tively safe to walk almost anywhere
at any time. Murders were rare
occurrences and not many home-
less persons were about. Patrons
dressed formally to attend Carib
cinema. Some bars never seemed to
close. Factories were opening up.
Export agriculture was booming.

Where have we gone wrong since?
T. Samuels
Tasamuels@cwj.com

A young 
teacher’s tale

Some members of the batch of students who studied at the Mico College in Kingston from 1962-
1965. They were at a reunion held at the institution in August 2005.

Scene from ‘Dark of the Moon’.

Six beauty queens
Beauty queens who held the Miss Jamaica title. From left:
Marlene Murray (1962); Carol Merkens, née Crawford (1963);
Yvonne Foster, née Walter (1966); Carol Gore, nee McFarlane
(1965); Betty Ann Dais, née Lindo (1970) and Ava Gill (1971). Milestone

On its way
Ella Fraser, goal
attack, sends the
ball into the net
for another goal
for the England
touring team as
they defeated the
Combined
Intermediate
League team 7-2
in one of the two
opening games, in
the netball rally at
Mico.
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