
The Lozells & Handsworth Heritage Trail is a major achievement in bringing together the past, the 
present and the future. It emphasises the need for us to understand what has gone before if we are to 
move forward. Vitally it also brings together the peoples of Birmingham through highlighting our shared 
histories, our shared present and our shared futures.

Professor, Carl Chinn MBE

I am delighted to offer my support for the Lozells & Handsworth Heritage Trail. It is a pleasure to see 
volunteers charting and publicising their histories. Handsworth has such an important past. It is great to 
see people from different communities taking a pride in their heritage and I hope that the trail will be 
an example to others in Handsworth and beyond to explore their local areas. 

Dr Malcolm Dick, Director, Centre for West Midlands History and Editor of History West Midlands

The Lozells & Handsworth Heritage Trail is an exciting and important initiative for our community. By 
raising awareness of the historical significance of the area through engagement with local residents it is 
an important tool to spread the word about not only Handsworth’s past, but also its future.

Rachel West, Deputy Curator Manager, Soho House Museum

Endorsements



About the Project
The Lozells and Handsworth Heritage Trail has been developed by Legacy West 
Midlands, with funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Birmingham City 
Council. It has been led by Aftab Rahman, Director of Legacy WM who has been 
working with a group of enthusiastic volunteers and partners. 

The aim of the project is to raise the profile of the heritage that the area has 
and to showcase it. We have done this by working with South & City College 
Birmingham to develop a course to train volunteers to become tour guides…
You will see fine Georgian and Victorian architecture, a convent designed by 
Augustus Pugin, a church that was built nearly one millennium ago and is known 
as the‘Westminster Abbey of the Industrial Revolution’, the finest park that this city 
has, along with magnificent civic buildings. The tour ends on Soho Road, which is 
a vibrant area that offers a taste of India.

The book contains contributions by the people on the course and has been 
written by an editorial team. It has information on the sites and from interviews 
with the people that are affiliated with them. They can be viewed by visiting 
our website for a virtual tour, or the QR code which will lead you directly to the 
interview. The sites and QR codes are listed on the next page. For a guided tour, 
contact Legacy WM offices on: 0121 523 0580 or email: info@legacy-wm.org



To see all the details that are visible on the
screen, use the Print link next to the map.
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The walking tour is likely to take approximately two hours at a leisurely pace. It is about three miles long and the walk will burn in the 
region of 400 calories. https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=212274275566632269022.0004db2d0e44b808453fb&msa=0

Heritage trail route



Virtual Tour
The videos have been recorded by Algirdas Sakickas, Mantas Jankus  and Stefania Popescu as part 
of their course in (BA) Media and Communication at Birmingham City University.  The QR codes have 
been done by Pete Stevens.  

• Soho House 

• St Mary’s Convent 

• Hamstead Road Georgian 
Houses

• Asian Resource Centre

• James Watt Gate House 

• St Mary’s Church

• Handsworth Park 

• Thornhill Road Police Station

• Handsworth Library

• South & City College 
Birmingham 



About the Area
The Lozells and Handsworth area is situated two miles northwest of the city centre 
of Birmingham and within easy walking distance or a short bus ride away.  It is a 
departure from the city centre with its bustling shops, rich heritage and the diversity 
of people. The area is where Matthew Boulton, James Watt and William Murdoch 
started their industrial revolution and it is where the famous ‘Lunar’ men met. The 
industrial revolution helped Britain to expand its empire across the world. During 
post-war Britain, people from the Commonwealth were invited to come and help to 
re-build the ‘mother land’ and service the industries. Many of them settled in the 
Lozells and Handsworth area, in the main servicing the manufacturing industry.  

Most of the manufacturing jobs have disappeared now. Some entrepreneurs 
established businesses on the Lozells and Soho roads ranging from clothing, 
jewellery, restaurants, groceries, fast food and cafes, making it a vibrant place, rich in 
colour and abundant in aromas of food.    



Soho House

Soho House was the home of 18th century entrepreneur Matthew 
Boulton and the place where the famous Lunar Society met. Boulton 
built the house on a hill above his extensive Soho Manufactory, the 
world’s first factory. This impressive house was designed by renowned 
Georgian architect, Samuel Wyatt, and built in 1766. It included many of 
the latest facilities such as warm-air heating. 

The elegant dining room was a meeting place of the Lunar Society, 
which met monthly at the time of the full moon, using the light for night-
time journeys.The Society included many famous scientists and thinkers 
of the day, amongst them were Matthew Boulton, his business partner 
James Watt, Joseph Priestley, Erasmus Darwin and Josiah Wedgwood.

Matthew Boulton lived at Soho House until he died aged 81 in 1809. 
Various family members lived there for the next 80 years. Since then the 
House has been used as a girls’ boarding school, a police boarding 
house and a hotel. Birmingham City Council began extensive restoration 
work on the house in 1990. Today Soho House and Museum are open to 
the public and a visit is a must – the house contains original furniture and 
silver ornaments. You can visit the room where the Lunar Society met 
and enjoy the gardens set out in the style of Boulton’s day. 

Tel:  0121 554 9122 
www.bmag.org.uk/soho-house





Oliver has been working in museums in 
Birmingham since the year 2000. He finds 
working at Soho House Museum very 
enjoyable because of its unique place in 
Birmingham and Great Britain’s Industrial 
history.

He is extremely knowledgeable about the 
great Matthew Boulton and he thinks it is 
wonderful that people from all over the world 
come to visit Soho House today. One of his 
favourite rooms in the House is Matthew 
Boulton’s office where he was a prolific writer 
of letters which he copied on a very early 
version of a photocopying machine.

Oliver loves to show visitors the enormous 
candlesticks that were on the desk in the 
study and goes on to explain that because 
candles were very expensive, most people 
got up when it was light and went to bed 
when it got dark. He feels that in this study 

you can gain a sense of the man and his 
times and of the early discoveries he was 
making.

He also manages the Museum of the 
Jewellery Quarter and feels that they 
are connected as Matthew Boulton and 
metal work, including precious metals, are 
so closely intertwined. Boulton was also 
instrumental in pressing for Birmingham to 
have its own Assay office. 

Oliver Buckley





St.Mary’s Convent
 
This amazing architectural gem was founded in 1841 after businessman, 
John Hardman gave the land for it to be built on. He lived in the house 
opposite that is now used as the presbytery to St. Francis Church. He was 
a businessman who worked in ecclesiastical metalwork and stained glass.   
The convent was designed in Gothic Revival style by Augustus Welby 
Pugin, who is most famous for his work in the Palace of Westminster. He also 
designed St. Chad’s Cathedral in the centre of Birmingham.

In 1840, Bishop Walsh wrote to Catherine McCauley in Dublin and asked her 
to establish a convent to administer help to the poor in the area. She did 
this with just four Sisters one of whom was the daughter of John Hardman. 

The convent developed and received many orphans into the House of 
Mercy, where the Sisters cared for them, providing education as well as 
food and shelter. The Sisters played an active role in the Crimean War, 
working alongside Florence Nightingale.

In 1942, the Church and House of Mercy was destroyed by bombs, parts of 
the convent and cloisters were badly damaged. In 2000, the convent was 
extensively refurbished and reopened to the public in 2005 with a heritage 
trail and exhibition. The Sisters welcome you to marvel at the glowing 
colours of the restored interior. You can visit by prior appointment. 

Tel: 0121 554 3271 
www.mercyhandsworth.org.uk  





Helen Ryan was born in Ireland and came to 
the UK in 1960 when she joined the Sisters of 
Mercy as a trainee Roman Catholic nun. She 
then went to train as a teacher, a professional 
career she pursued for many years. She 
became the Director for Religious Studies in 
Sussex and later worked as an Ofsted school 
inspector. 

Helen came to Birmingham in 2003 to work at 
St Mary’s Convent as the Pastoral Outreach  
and Day Centre Manager.  She was drawn 
to the area for its diversity and friendliness.  In 
the decade that she has been here, she has 
helped to develop the Convent as one of the 
leading organisations in the area.  

Her passion for education continues as she is 
Chair of Governors at St Francis School. She 
takes pride in the work that she has done to 
support vulnerable women, asylum seekers 
and young people.  She has been on hand to 

support young men who are leaving a ‘life of 
crime and gang affiliation’ by helping them to 
make a positive change.  

Helen is seen as an asset to the community 
and is regarded as a unifying force between 
faith, race and intergenerational work. She was 
recently awarded the ‘Long Standing Service 
Award’ at the Lozells Community Awards.  

Sister Helen





We do not have an actual date for the 
building of these houses but they are on the 
1795 map. 

The current owner Colin Simms has 
painstakingly worked to restore and refurbish 
the nine houses over the last 30 years. He 
purchased the first house, number 42, in 
1979 and has rescued the others one at a 
time. His work was acknowledged by English 
Heritage who gave a grant to support the 
refurbishment of the frontages of the houses. 
The houses have nine interconnected walled 
gardens that he has grown and developed 
over the years and contain vines and a huge 
fig tree.  They are an absolute splendour and 
it is like being in a ‘secret garden’.

He has the original deeds and documents 
that show the first owner to be Sir William 
Stratford Dugdale (great–grandfather to 
William Dugdale who was Chairman of Aston 
Villa Football Club from 1975-1982).

Sir William Dugdale of Merevale Hall owned 
most of North Warwickshire at that time. 

In 1862 he signed the lease of the houses 
and land to his son-in-law Arthur Wellesley 
Peel (youngest son of Prime Minister Sir 
Robert Peel). The houses were occupied by 
generally upper middle class families and an 
example of one occupant is the Reverend 
Pearse who paid £22 for his annual rent in 
1875. 

Currently the houses are occupied by 
students from the Birmingham School of 
Acting which is part of Birmingham City 
University, and Colin who lives at number 
30. He is willing to talk to people by prior 
appointment and he can be contacted on 
07717 597 457.

Nine Georgian Houses - Hamstead Road





Colin arrived in Birmingham to go to university 
during the 1960s when Birmingham was 
demolishing many of its older houses. He felt 
that much of the demolition should not have 
been happening as some amazing history 
was disappearing.

He visited a friend at Hamstead Court and 
from his balcony he caught a glimpse of 
‘regency’ architecture at number 42. He 
noticed it was for sale so he enquired at the 
agents and it was so cheap he bought it, 
at a time when many people were leaving  
Handsworth. It was a troubled area in the 
1970s and 80s. He then realised that the 
whole block of houses belonged together 
and as he restored one house, he rented it 
out and moved on to his next purchase and 
one by one he acquired them all, his last  
purchase was number 30 two years ago.

It has been a labour of love over 30 years to 
restore these grand houses to their former 
glory. He has removed tons of rubble, bricks 

and junk from the gardens to make them into 
interconnecting havens of tranquillity. He had 
help from European funding in 1985 which re-
roofed and replaced chimneys and windows 
back to the original style. He then continued 
his work and, with a Heritage Lottery Grant, 
two years ago the front facades were 
completely refurbished.

Colin has come a long way from being ‘in 
service’ to the late Lord Cobham of Hagley 
Hall to becoming a ‘landowner’ himself with 
student tenants.

Colin Simms



“Colin has come a long way from being ‘in 
service’ to the late Lord Cobham of Hagley Hall 
to becoming a ‘landowner’ himself with student 
tenants”



The original Toll House was built in 1727 and 
tolls were collected from people passing from 
Staffordshire to Warwickshire. This was the 
original stagecoach route, it was used for this 
purpose until the road was by-passed in 1831.

The gates were removed in1872 and the 
building was used as a girls’ private school. It 
was dis-turnpiked in 1879 when the new route 
along Birchfield Road and Walsall Road was 
opened.

William Hutton (Birmingham’s first historian) 
said of the Old Hamstead/Walsall Road,
``It is rather below indifferent.’’

The Toll House was rebuilt in mock Tudor Style 
in 1874 and was heavily influenced by the 
Arts and Crafts Movement. It was known as 
Bendall’s Corner when two sisters ran it as a 
bakery. 

It was subsequently used as a grocers, then 

Ellis Travel and West Bromwich Building 
Society. Then Copec, Focus and Midland 
Heart Housing Offices took over with the 
changing needs of the area. Birmingham 
Asian Resource Centre took over in the 1990s. 

Birmingham Asian Resource Centre (Toll Gate House)





Anil Bhalla is the Befriending Manager for the 
Birmingham Asian Resource Centre (BARC).  

The BARC has been the cornerstone of 
community activity since its inception in1976 
and it has pioneered the way and set the 
template for many other organisations to 
flourish in the city and across the Midlands.  It 
has been a leading agency campaigning 
for the rights of newly arrived migrant 
communities.  Anil arrived to the UK in 1963 
from Kenya and describes himself as an 
‘African’ first and foremost.  

He recalls the cold January day that he 
arrived with fog, smog, cold and grey – 
leaving behind his beloved Kenya at the age 
of 12.  He attended secondary school for his 

remaining years and then went onto college 
to become a psychiatric nurse and worked 
at All Saints Hospital in Winson Green for a 
number of years. He joined BARC in 1982 to 
establish a specialised project supporting an 
increasing number of Asian elderly people 
who needed help, advice and support 
to settle into their new environment in the 
neighbouring area of Handsworth.  He is the 
longest serving member of staff and has a 
passion for the history of the building and the 
surrounding area.  

Anil Bhalla





The Gate House was part of Heathfield 
House and Estate, the home of famous 
inventor James Watt. Watt was the partner 
of Matthew Boulton and responsible for the 
improved steam engine which powered the 
Soho Works. 

Heathfield House was built for James Watt 
during the 1790s. Watt employed architect 
Samuel Wyatt who had designed Soho House 
for Boulton. The Heathfield Estate was laid 
out as park land, occupying the area where 
North and West Drives are today. The Gate 
House was a later addition to the estate and 
Watt, who died in 1819, did not live to see it. 

Heathfield House was demolished in 1924 
and the land sold for new housing, but there 
are several reminders of its past glories. The 
Gate House is one of these and so is the 
Guest House, which can be found in the 
original plans and is on West Drive. James 
Watt’s workshop also survives because 

his descendant Major J.M. Gibson Watt 
presented the workshop to the nation 
when Heathfield House was demolished. 
The contents were moved to the London 
Science Museum where an exact replica 
was built, this can be viewed by visiting the 
website: http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/
visitmuseum/galleries/watts_workshop.aspx

James Watt Gatehouse
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Anthony is of Jamaican heritage and 
was born in Dudley where he lived before  
moving to Handsworth in the early 1980s.  
At school he was very good at woodwork, 
which he did with a passion.  He followed 
this up with a career in carpentry – his first job 
was making kitchens.  He has maintained his 
passion and become a property developer 
and owner.  

He bought his first property at the age of 
18, which he renovated.  Since moving to 
Handsworth, he has continued to purchase 
houses and renovate them.  His love of old 
houses is a testament to the work that he 
has done in the area – he has renovated 
Primrose Cottage in Heathfield Road, which 
was built in 1732, along with several other 
buildings.  

Amongst his most notable work is the 
refurbishment and extension of James Watt’s 
Gate House – he has added a plaque to 
state what it is, otherwise many people 
would not know. He explains that he sought 
planning permission on five occasions before 

it was approved. He has extended the gate 
house, maintaining its original character 
and adding five en-suite bedrooms. He has 
demonstrated commitment and passion in 
restoring buildings to their former glory. He is 
one of Handsworth’s unsung heroes.   

Anthony Smiley





It is known as the “Westminster Abbey of 
the Industrial Revolution” as it houses the 
memorials to Matthew Boulton, James Watt, 
and William Murdock as well as many other 
famous people. There are also links to Aston 
Villa Football Club in the graveyard. 

The first stone-built church was erected in 
around 1160 at the meeting of track ways 
from the settlements of Birmingham in 
the south to Walsall in the north and West 
Bromwich to Aston in the East. The Norman 
tower can still be seen. The church was 
extended in the fifteenth century, followed 
by a significant rebuild in the 1820s. 

The architect William Hollins carried out 
this work at a cost of £4,000. The latest 
rebuild was initiated by the rector Dr William 
Randall between 1876 and 1878 due to 
the rapid growth of the population: with 
the wealth from the Industrial benefactors 
and ecclesiastical bodies they were able to 
extend the building at the enormous 
cost of £14,000.

The church is open for Sunday services 
at 8.00 and 11.00 a.m. and for visitors on 
Saturdays between 2.00 and 4.00.p.m. during 
the summer months.

Further information can be found on the 
website: www.stmarysparishhandsworth.com
Tel: 0121 554 3407

St. Mary’s Church 





Before Brian recently retired he was the vicar 
of St Mary’s Church for nearly 20 years. He 
was drawn to the area because of the strong 
sense of faith within the community. He was 
delighted to see that his parishioners came 
from such diverse backgrounds which he 
particularly noticed one Christmas morning 
– out of a congregation of 40 people there 
were 17 different nationalities! Brian hopes 
that the Church will continue to open on 
Saturdays for visitors to come and wander 
around and take in the history of the 
Church in particular the notable Industrial 
Revolutionists buried under the Church 
including Matthew Boulton, James Watt and 
William Murdoch.

Brian recalls that, ‘It has been a very 
exciting and stimulating ministry which has 
perhaps stopped me from becoming stale. 
I am proud of the way Handsworth has 
regenerated itself in particular Handsworth 
Park which has been a great pleasure for 
me as a parish priest to walk from the church 

straight into the park and talk to people.’

Brian’s deep affection for St Mary’s Church 
and its heritage is clearly evident. His hopes 
for the future of the area are: “We need 
to consider, how, together, we can best 
serve the local community, looking at what 
people bring with them, what we can do to 
help celebrate our diverse community and 
helping local people listen to and appreciate 
one another, thereby helping model a 
healthy community looking to the future”. 

Brian Hall 





The Park was founded in 1882 on the land 
that used to be The Grove, a country house 
dating from 1780 with a huge walled garden 
and grounds. It opened in 1888 as Victoria 
Park with tennis courts, a bowling green and 
a cricket pitch. It was half the size it is now. 
It expanded year on year as the Victorians 
felt the need for open spaces and access to 
recreation and fresh air. 

The biggest expansion was when the St 
Mary’s Church glebelands, gardens and 
former Rectory were acquired and in 1898 
they opened the Hamstead Road entrance.
The lake was used for fishing, boating and 
ice-skating in winter. The bandstand was a 
focal point on Wednesday and Saturday 
evenings when large crowds gathered to 
listen to various bands.

The original design was by Richard Hartland 
Vertegans of Chad Valley Nurseries, who 
organised the planting of trees to provide a 
variety of sounds as well as a visual tapestry 
of seasonal colours. Wealthy locals provided 

drinking-fountains, benefactors also supplied 
ornamental stone vases for planting and 
ducks and drakes for the duck-pond.
In 1930 the Park was home to the first timber 
built Sons of Rest building which was then 
replicated across the city. 

It hosted the Handsworth Flower Show which 
then became the Birmingham Flower Show 
from 1947 onwards. It was the setting for the 
Boy Scouts Jamboree, Birmingham Tattoo, 
horse shows and cycle races. 

There was a decline in the area in the 1960s 
and 1970s and by the 1980s it was neither 
safe nor clean. Fear of crime kept people 
away. In July 1996 Simon Baddeley started 
the “Save Handsworth Park Group” which 
resulted in a grant of £9.5 million to restore 
the Park which was re-opened in 2006 for 
everyone to enjoy in safety.

Handsworth Park





Simon Baddeley, citizen of Birmingham, or 
as he calls himself “pretty much citizen of 
Handsworth”, works as a visiting lecturer at 
the University of Birmingham. He has always 
been interested in history, and the history of 
Handsworth Park in particular. He was central 
to the important campaign to preserve and 
refurbish this beautiful park.  

The park had been badly neglected in the 
1970s and lost its keepers.  Then there was a 
threat to build more housing on it.  A group of 
campaigners got together to try to save it. As 
part of this work, Simon started to research the 
origins of the park, working in the city archives. 
He wrote a pamphlet which shows how the 
park has always been important for the health 
and wellbeing of the community.

Finally the City Council put in a Millennium 
Lottery bid which was successful. Work began 
in 2005 and the park was restored to its former 

glory. The work of Simon and his group was 
used to help that process, for instance in 
tracking down the Glasgow firm which made 
the original bandstand.

Today Simon gives guided tours of the park 
and keeps a watchful eye, making sure we 
can keep this wonderful asset for the whole 
community.

Simon Baddeley





This Victorian redbrick building was erected at 
the same time as the Library and the Town Hall 
when Handsworth still belonged to Staffordshire.  
They were all built in 1878 using the same 
brickworks supplier. It is a fine example of 
Victorian architecture. Unusually it is not in a 
prominent location on the high street but set 
amongst a residential area of similar Victorian 
built housing. It has a canteen to the rear and 
also a constable’s house. 

The Police Station is distinguished by its 
grandiose stonework entrance with carved 
lettering ‘POLICE COURTS.’ It was used as a 
court room until 1911 when Handsworth elected 
to leave Staffordshire and join Birmingham. It 
has never had accommodation for horses or 
dogs but they did take in stray dogs that were  
kept in the cells until they were collected by the 
Home for Lost and Stray Dogs.

Over the years the building has had many   
internal alterations to make way for extra offices 
to accommodate detectives and the changing 
needs of the force.

The building is still in use as a base mainly for the 
local neighbourhood officers which in itself is a 
tribute to Superintendent David Webb of this 
station, who was one of the first officers in the 
country to promote Community Policing.

Thornhill Road Police Station





Police Community Support Officer,
Rob is a local person who grew up in 
Hamstead village and still lives locally.  
He has fond memories of the area. He 
particularly enjoyed growing up with a 
diverse community and being exposed to 
their cultures.  

Rob has had a long career working in the 
community and joined the West Midlands 
Police as a special constable where he 
worked for three years in Lozells. When he 
saw the advert for a Police Community 
Support Officer (PCSO) for Lozells and 
Handsworth, it was his dream job. He 
applied and got the job in 2006.  In his 
role, he enjoys the interaction with the 
community and has developed some 
excellent working relationships. The most 
rewarding part of the job is being able to 
help the community. His efforts have won 
him numerous community awards.
He has seen the area improve over 

the years as more and more pride has 
developed. There has been a growing trust 
and confidence in the Police, coupled with 
a substantial reduction in crime.  

There have been developments in 
businesses with Soho and Lozells Roads as 
major areas for shopping. He hopes the 
area will continue to improve and attract 
further investments.

Robert Capella 





Handsworth Public Library, which occupies 
part of the Council House building on the 
Soho Road, was opened on 1st May 1880. The 
ratepayers had voted for a ‘penny rate’ to fund 
a library open to all. It was immediately popular 
– 28,810 volumes had been issued by the end 
of its first year. The first librarian was Mrs George 
Caitlin.

In 1882, music books were added to the stock.  
By then there were 2,434 borrowers, and 
many visitors came in to read the extensive 
stock of newspapers. Inevitably that included 
some tramps seeking refuge from the cold! 

The newspapers ranged from local journals 
such as the ‘Handsworth Herald’ to favourites 
of the community such as ‘The Manchester 
Guardian’ and ‘London Daily News’. By the 
time Handsworth became part of Birmingham 
in 1911, there were over 4,000 borrowers.

Today Handsworth Community Library is part 
of the Council’s service and continues to be 
well-used. School students come in to do their 
homework, many residents take advantage of 
the computing facilities, elders come in for a 
chat and to catch up on news from overseas – 
oh, and you can still borrow books.

Handsworth Library





The self styled ‘Mr Handsworth’ is the epitome 
of Handsworth being warm, welcoming and 
confident and at the heart of it all as tough as 
they come. By day he is the security guard at 
Handsworth Library. He has done that for nearly 
30 years, and by night he manages a running 
club, dojo’s, charity events etc. In truth he is so 
much more than a security guard, as I see the 
relationship he has with people that are in the 
library. He welcomes the elderly gentlemen that 
come to the library in ‘Punjabi’ and tells me that 
they come nearly every day, as that gives them 
something to do.  He has an easy ‘banter’ with 
young people, both in the library and those 
passing by. He knows almost every one that 
comes to the library and he has a great rapport 
with them.   

He came to live in Handsworth in 1962 with his 
family and still lives in the area.  He has great 
appreciation of the library and the role it plays 
in the community – it is used by the diverse 
people of Handsworth with the young and old 

people, the more established communities and 
recent arrivals.  It has more of a community 
centre feel than a library and Hector plays his 
role in making every one feel welcome.  He 
has dedicated more than half of his life to the 
community.  For his efforts, he has recently 
been awarded an ‘MBE’, I can’t think of any 
one more deserving.  

Hector Pickney MBE  





This grand building with its distinctive clock 
tower was built between 1877 and 1879 and 
first known as ‘Handsworth Public Buildings’. It 
was commissioned by the Handsworth Urban 
Sanitary Authority which had taken over the 
functions of the parish. Handsworth was then 
part of Staffordshire and in the 19th century 
saw considerable growth and urbanisation: 
the population of the parish rose fourfold 
between 1840 and 1890. Handsworth Urban 
District Council was established in 1888 and at 
this point the building became known as The 
Council House. 

The building, along with its high quality fixtures, 
is testimony to local pride. The architects were 
the Birmingham firm of Alexander and Henman, 
the construction is of red brick and terracotta 
with stone dressings and a slate roof. There 
are many decorative features including the 
copious use of the Staffordshire knot emblem 
– perhaps a statement of Handsworth’s then 
independence from Birmingham. You can still 
see the rooms where the councillors met and 
the beautiful glass windows.  

When Handsworth finally became part of 
Birmingham in 1911, the Council House 
continued to house local offices and later 
became part of the Technical School. Over the 
years drawing classes, dressmaking and a wide 
variety of other subjects have been taught 
where Handsworth’s councillors once met.

Handsworth Council House





Richard is a Director at South and City College 
and has a keen interest in local history and 
historic buildings. He is very pleased that when 
the College took over the Council House it 
decided to restore the building, together with 
the Technical School on Goldshill Road. Both 
buildings are 19th century Grade Two listed, 
with many fine features, and are of great 
historical significance.
 
Pointing to the extensive use of the Staffordshire 
Knot in the decorations, Richard says the 
buildings reflect the way that the people of 
Handsworth asserted their independence 
from Birmingham and their pride in the area. 
The college wants to see the buildings fulfilling 
their original function as a civic centre for 
Handsworth, hosting community and social 
events as well as providing education, learning 
and training for local people. 
 

Richard has lived in Birmingham all his life. He 
says, ‘I am particularly interested in the layers 
of history the city has and the way these reflect 
social, political and economic issues of the 
times. I am not so much interested in the history 
of great men but in the people of the city’.

Richard Trengrouse
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Legacy WM was formed in April 2010 by a group of people who had an interest in promoting 
cohesion between and within communities. The focus was to develop a shared understanding of 
the role that different groups and individuals have had in shaping today’s society.

It is governed by a strategic group of trustees Gary Bowman, Muhammad Idrish and Carol Lyndon 
with Dr. Gethin Davies OBE as chairperson.

The trustees appointed Aftab Rahman as Director to develop the capacity of the organisation. His 
first  project was to manage and deliver the Bangla Food Journeys Project, which can be viewed 
on the Legacy website. The second project, The Lozells and East Handsworth Heritage Trail has 
involved a much wider community and really looked back in time to enable us to ‘Walk in the 
footsteps of the Great!’

Legacy WM is leading a steering group to develop a heritage centre - focusing on the 
contributions of the many diverse communities that have contributed to the development of the 
region.

About Legacy WM


