
 ‘Let us resolve to build a Jamaica 

which will last and of which we and 

generations to come will be proud, 

remembering that especially at this 

time the eyes of the world are upon us.’

 Prime Minister Alexander Bustamante

Memories of Independence Day

‘I remember it as though it were 
yesterday! There was I, a bright-
eyed ten-year-old in rural St 
Catherine. The new school in 
Paul Mountain, St Catherine had 
been recently opened, and the 
long-awaited 6th August 1962 
had arrived. Even as a child I knew 
instinctively that Independence 

my country’s history. As school 
children, we excitedly waved the 

anthem and national song we had 
learnt for that special day. Oh, it was exciting.’ 

Bishop Dr Joe Aldred,
Ecumenist, broadcaster, writer
                                                                                                                                                     

‘I got the scroll when I was on HMS Blakes in the West Indies 
in 1962. We paraded through Kingston and attended the 

are many scrolls around - there may be one in Kingston museum, I 
suppose.’ 

Michael Price
                                                                                                                                                     

‘I remember as a child having to memorise the National Anthem 
and going to the celebration at the National Stadium. I remember 
the maypoles in town squares and Jonkonnu festivals.

‘On Independence Day we went to South Parade at 10am. The 
Prime Minister of that time gave a speech. He spoke about how we 
would live, and what Independence meant for us. There was a vast 
amount of people. 

‘The celebration went on for a few hours and it was a whole day 
thing. There was food, music and people had stalls selling things. 
There was ‘Kino’, people with painted faces. It was like a big Xmas 
time celebration, like Emancipation Day, like a carnival, and it 

Agatha Golding
                                                                                                                                    

‘We had the introduction of ID after Independence Day. You had 
to give your name and date of birth, and they gave you an ID card. 
You had to show this when you went to the bank or whenever you 
were asked for ID. 

‘The Cubans came to Jamaica and built 
schools and lots of buildings. The Americans 
opened factories and things started to get 
better than it was.’

Princess Hamilton

The Road to Independence

The majority of Jamaica’s population had no representation 

in 1944.

Jamaica went on to experience a phase of self-government before achieving full 
sovereignty in 1962. 

Independence Day
On 6th August 1962 Union Flags 
were lowered and the new Jamaican 

Stadium in front of twenty-thousand 
people. Dancing took place in the 
streets, religious ceremonies were 

Commemorative cups, scrolls and 
plates were distributed, with treats 
given to children and the elderly. 

The following day, Princess Margaret 
presented the Constitutional 
documents to Prime Minster Sir 
Alexander Bustamante on behalf 
of her sister, the Queen. The new 
Constitution provided freedom, 
equality and justice for all Jamaicans.

Bustamante Speaks to the Nation
Addressing all Jamaicans at home and overseas, Prime Minister Alexander Bustamante 
stated: ‘Independence means the opportunity for us to frame our own destiny and the 
need for us to rely on ourselves in so doing. It does not mean a license to do as we would 
like. It means work and law and order. Let us resolve to build a Jamaica which will last and 
of which we and generations to come will be proud, remembering that especially at this 
time the eyes of the world are upon us.’ 

Jamaica is one of the few developing countries 
gaining independence during that era which 
has successfully maintained a representative 
democracy.’ 

Independence Day - 6th August 1962

‘There was a build up to Jamaica Independence Day in 1962. All 

‘We had events at the school room. Music was playing in the hall 
Friday to Saturday with speakers in the hall and they put some 
in the trees so the music could be heard far away to draw people 
to come and celebrate. We had sound systems like Cockson; they 
were hired to come into the district. People would play cricket and 
blow horns, children would play marbles, gigs and yoyo or toys 
that were made from bamboo.

‘My aunt had a dance hall. My brother and I watched as the young 
girls ‘drop foot’. They had Crimplene dresses, they would spin, and 
the starched part of the dress stayed down but the rest went up 
like an umbrella.’           
      
Lincoln Waite and Iona Waite

Princess Margaret and school children

Celebrating Independence 

Princess Margaret and Bustamante
Lincoln Waite and Iona Waite
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